Speeding Toward
a new Jiaxing
“There is an ecological apocalypse unfolding in China
By Harrison Fraker
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First, the students proposed a
bus-rapid transit corridor between the

endeavored to improve Jiaxing’s air
and water quality, expand renewable
energy sources and reduce waste, while
maintaining a competitive economy.

The key to the students’ design

1) put the landscape to work cleaning
the water, generating food and biomass for energy,
2) reevaluating the architecture to be
based on the best proclimate design
principles and to be a framework for
renewable energy systems like building integrated waste, solar photovoltaics and domestic hot water, and
3) establishing a set of urban design
principles which structure an open
space network around the existing
system of canals.
The pattern creates site-specific,
irregular blocks requiring a non-generic
transformation of building types, while
giving landscape priority for pedestrian
and bike access to the transit system.
Despite the troubling statistics, there is opportunity to make real
improvements in China’s environment,
if the government and citizens choose
to take on the challenge. Through sustainable design and policy measures,
China has the potential to emerge from
environmental crisis as a leader. Jiaxing
could serve as a model for sustainable
development in China, providing its
citizens a better life and a more environmentally sound, economically strong and
equitable society.

FW

Harrison S. Fraker is Dean, College of
Environmental Design and the William W.
Wurster Professor of Architecture and
Urban Design

The urban design plan uses water, open space and a mobility system to create a unique block pattern and a
high quality urban experience.
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